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Gekopieerd uit de bestandscatalogus Early microscopes:

This silver microscope bears a punched mark at the bottom left of the reverse side [two parallel arrows] and at the bottom right an official Dutch silver mark for the period 1814-1831. The lens plates measure 31 x 19 mm. The magnification of the lens was determined as x80 and the measured resolving power as 3.5 (m. The construction of this microscope is identical to that of the foregoing item.

An unknown private person bought this microscope at a public sale between 1814 and 1831 and presented it in 1872 to the Stedelijk Museum Gouda. From there it was transferred to the Museum Boerhaave in 1946. As the provenance of this microscope goes back only to the early 19th century its attribution to Van Leeuwenhoek is slightly less firm than in the case of cat. nrs 1 and 3. However, it seems safe to conclude that it most likely is an original Van Leeuwenhoek microscope as historical interest in the sciences was only just beginning to rise at the time so that reproducing or faking such an instrument would not have been profitable. 
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